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- Give affidavit within 7 days
- or apologise: CEC to Rahul

No Third Option:
Gyanesh On ‘Vote
Chori’ Charge

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Ku-

S mar on Sunday
set a seven-day
deadline for le-
ader of opposi-
tion in LS Ra-
hul Gandhi to
either submit a

»65L names deleted from
draft rolls put on site, P 10

Rahul hits back: ‘Law changed, EC
colluding with BJP in vote theft’

’l”'he Election Commission did the govt change the law

is helping BJP and “in-
dulging in vote theft in collu-
sion with them”, Ra-
hul Gandhi said on
Sunday, soon after he
along with INDIA
bloc parties launched
the ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ in Bihar aga-
inst the special intensive re-
vision of electoral rolls, re-
ports Ambika Pandit.

“I want to ask them why

on CCTYV footage of election
process? Doyouknownocase
can be initiated against
the election commissio-
ners. Thislaw wasmade
in 2023,” he said.
Congress veteran
Jairam Ramesh said on
X, “asfar as CEC’s thre-
atsare concerned, all that ne-
eds to be said is that the LoP
had simply stated facts revea-
ledby EC’'sowndata”. P10

declaration under oath along
with proof of electoralroll ir-
regularities alleged by him,
or apologise to the nation as
his ‘vote theft’ claims are ren-
dered baseless and invalid.
“There is no third op-
tion,” said a combative Ku-
mar while addressing his
first press conference as
CEC. He was flanked by elec-

tion commissioners S S Sa-
ndhuand Vivek Joshi.

“If one does not point out
errors within these timeli-
nes and also fails to file an
election petition within 45
days to challenge the result,
but still tries to mislead the
voters with false allegations
of ‘vote chori’, is this not a
subversion of the Constitu-

tion?” asked Kumar. “A lie, if
repeated several times, does
not become atruth.”

“The voter knows the mo-
tive behind such baseless al-
legations,” the CEC said whi-
le accusing parties of firing
from the Election Commis-
sion’s shoulder.

»Related report, P 10



‘List of 63L deleted from

Bihar rolls uploaded

within 56hrs of SC order’

BhartiJain@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Stating that EC
has uploaded thelist of 651akh
voters deleted from Bihar’s
draft electoral roll within 56
hours of SC’s directive, CEC
Gyanesh Kumar on Sunday ex-
horted electors and political
parties in the state to file their
claimsand objectionsinthere-
maining 15-day timeframe,
saying flagging any errors af-
ter Sept 1, shall be pointless.
Justifying its decision to
undertake SIR exercise in Bi-
har, EC said all the political
parties had, for the past two
decades, been demanding that
imperfections in electoral roll
be corrected. “Acting on this
demand, EC decided to take up
SIR, starting with Bihar,” he
told a press conference here,
while adding that the timeline
for SIR in other poll-bound
states will be announced “at
the appropriate time”.
Slamming the “vote theft”
allegations levelled by opposi-
tion parties and their chiefs,
EC said the electors, party rep-
resentatives and booth level of-
ficers on the ground are work-
ing ina harmonious and trans-
parent manner, endorsing the
exercise with their signatures
and video testimonials. “Itisa
matter of concern that endor-
sements of district presidents
and booth level agents of par-
ties are either not reaching
their state level and national
leadership, or the latter have
chosen to overlook these, and

“ All the political
parties have, for past two
decades, been seeking
that imperfections in poll
rolls be corrected. Acting
on this, EC decided to
take up the SIR exercise,
starting with Bihar

GYANESH KUMAR
Chief election commissioner

are trying to spread misinfor-
mation,” said Kumar.

Clearing the air on timing
of SIR, the CEC said that
sincetheannual summaryre-
visionwaswithrespecttoJan
1,2025, April1was too early to
start the next revision, while
Oct 1 would have been too
close to the assembly poll due
in Bihar in Nov.

As regards allegations of
hundreds and thousands of
voters beingregistered on the
same address, Kumar said in
the absence of proper num-
bering of houses/addresses
by the panchayats/munici-
palities and also the presence
of unauthorised settlements,
it has been an accepted norm
for EC/BLO toregister voters
from notional addresses, of-
ten carrying ‘zero’ house
number. Electoral roll ex-
cerpts shared by EC with
TOI, of Assam in 1966, Rajas-
than in 1980, UP in 1985, show
their house number as either
missingoras ‘01'.



Rahul hits back at EC, says

it’s helping

‘Law Introduced
In 2023 To Give
Poll Panel Brass
Court Immunity’

Ambika.Pandit
@timesofindia.com

Sasaram: Reacting sharply
to Election Commission’s
press conference on a day he
along withINDIA bloc parties
launched ‘Voter Adhikar Ya-
tra’ in Bihar against the SIR
exercise, leader of opposition
in Lok Sabha and Congress
functionary Rahul Gandhion
Sunday alleged that alaw was
brought in 2023 by BJP govt to
ensure that no court can take
action against election com-
missioners as the poll body is
“helping them and is indulg-
ing in vote theft in collusion
with them”.

Amid loud sloganeering

Rahul with RJD’s Lalu Prasad at ‘Voter Adhikar Rally’ in Sasaram Sunday

against “votechori” and in the
presence of RJD chief Lalu
Prasad and leader of opposi-
tionin Bihar assembly Tejash-
wi Yadav, Rahul asked the
crowd “apka mood kaisa hai”
and after the audience settled
to listen, he launched a scath-
ing attack on BJP and RSS, ac-
cusing them of trying to
“wipe-out” the Constitution
by stealing elections.
Addressing a public meet-
ing in Aurangabad after
launching the yatra in Sasa-
ram, Rahul said, “I want to ask

them why did govt change the
law on CCTV footage of elec-
tion process? Do you know that
no case can be initiated against
election commissioners. In no
court in India can there be a
case against them. This law
was made in 2023. Why was this
law made at this time?”

Rahul alleged this law was
made as PM Narendra Modi
and home minister Amit Shah
“want toensure thatnoonecan
take any action against EC as it
is helping them and is indulg-
ing in ‘vote chori’ along with

BJP steal votes

them”. “EC is asking an affida-
vit from me but does not ask
Anurag Thakur (BJP)for an af-
fidavit when he says the same
thing,” he alleged.

On X, Rahul said, “EC de-
clared living people as dead,
removed from voterlist people
who had recently voted in LS
elections. EC once again re-
fuses to deliver digital, ma-
chine-readable voter rolls.
Earlier, vote was stolen
stealthily, stealthily and now,
it is being done openly in the
name of SIR.”

Congress’ Jairam Ramesh
on X said “as far as the CEC’s
threats to Rahul are con-
cerned,all thatneedstobe said
is that the LoP had simply
stated facts revealed by EC’s
own data.” He said, “This was
thefirst time this ‘new’ EC was
speaking directly and not
planting through sources” and
that the presser came “three
daysafter SCrejected every ar-
gument made by EC to prevent
publication of the 65 lakh de-
leted voters during SIR”.



Poll panel doesn’t discriminate between
parties, does its job as per statute: CEC

» Continued fromP 1

for pointing out errorsin

electoral rolls, Chief
election commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar said an elec-
tor of an assembly constitu-
ency (AC) or booth level
agents (BLAs) appointed by
parties can file claims and ob-
jections on the draft voter list
with the sub-divisional ma-
gistrate (SDM), a state govt
employee who is also the elec-
toral registration officer
(ERO), or use the two-point
appellate process to get cor-
rections made after the final
electoralroll is published.

“EC does not discriminate
between parties. It simply dis-
charges its duties as en-
shrined in the Constitution,”
he added. Kumar reiterated
that EC, as required by Arti-
cle 326 of the Constitution, is
committed to enrolling every
Indian citizen who is 18 years
and above, as voters. “The
commission stands fearlessly
likearock with every voter, be
he/shepoororrich,elderly or
young, or from any casteorre-
ligion,” said Kumar.

Elaborating on the poll
body’s insistence on a signed
declaration from Rahul, but
not using the same yardstick
with BJP MP Anurag Thakur
after he made similar allega-
tions, the CEC said EC be-
lieves in graded response. He
further explained that any
elector from an AC has the
righttocomplainaboutexclu-
sion; similarly, BLA can also
complain under oath.

“But if the complainant is
not a voter in that AC, and is
making serious allegations
about exclusion of 1.5 lakh
voters while calling EC a
‘chor’, it warrants an escalat-
ed response as per Rule 20(3)

] Expla'm'mg the procedure

A %4 5
EC stands fearlessly with every
voter, CEC Gyanesh Kumar said

(b), whichrequires ERO toad-
minister an oath to the com-
plainant as a witness,” he
said. “EC cannot act based on
a PPT presentation with
wrongfacts,” added Kumar.

Though Thakur had al-
leged fake voters in constitu-
encies, including Rae Bareli
and Wayanad, during 2024 LS
polls, he did not cast any as-
persionson EC.

Drawing a distinction be-
tween voterlisterrorsand ac-
tual voting, Kumar said while
there may be electors in the
voters’ list who are dead, per-
manently shifted or enrolled
at multiple places, the com-
mission chose not to delete
them by simply using technol-
ogy and instead required stat-
utory forms to be filled.

With SIR, starting with Bi-
har, such entries can be iden-
tified and weeded out after
due house-to-house verifica-
tion. “But when it comes to
voting, one person can only
cast onevote,” he stressed.

On demand for machine-
readable rolls, the CEC said a
machine-readable voterlistis
different from a searchable
voter list. The latter, he said,
can be searched with EPIC
number. As regards machine-
readable roll, Supreme Court
had in 2019 prohibited it from
being shared, citing voters’
privacy concerns.



EC BACKS REVISION
OF ROLLS IN BIHAR,
SAYS OPPN DOING
POLITICS OVERIT

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The electoral roll
revision is aimed at removing all
shortcomings in voter lists and it
is a matter of grave concern that
some parties are spreading mis-
information about it and “firing
from the Election Commission'’s
shoulder”, CEC Gynaesh Kumar
said on Sunday as the INDIA bloc
parties launched ‘Vote Adhikar
Yatra’ in poll-bound Bihar
against alleged “vote-chori”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Chief Election Commis-
sion (CEC) rejected as baseless
the allegations of double voting
and “vote theft” and asserted that
all stakeholders are working to
make Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) a success in a transparent
manner.

With the opposition question-
ing the timing of the electoral
roll revision in Bihar, Kumar
said that it is a myth that SIR has
been carried out in haste and
emphasised that it is the EC’s
legal duty to correct the voter list
before every election.

“It is a matter of grave con-
cern that some parties and their
leaders are spreading misinfor-
mation on SIR in Bihar... some
political parties are firing from
the Election Commission’s
shoulder. The EC exhorts all
political parties to file claims and
objections on draft electoral rolls
in Bihar...15 days are still remain-
ing,” the CEC said. -Ps
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EC stealing polls in collusion
with BJP; nation knows: Rahul

PTI
Sasaram (Bihar)

Embarking on a 1,300 km
“Voter Adhikar Yatra’
from here, Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on Sun-
day accused the Election
Commission of “steal-
ing” elections in collu-
sion with the BJP and as-
serted that the INDIA
bloc will not let their “lat-
est conspiracy” to steal
Bihar polls through SIR
of electoral rolls succeed.
With barely three
months left for the Bihar
Assembly polls, Gandhi,
along with RJD’s Tejash-
wi Yadav and other lead-
ers of Mahagathbandhan
-- Vikassheel Insaan Par-
ty's Mukesh Sahani and
CPI(ML) Liberation gen-
eral secretary Dipankar
Bhattacharya -- launched
the yatra, sending a mes-
sage that the Opposition
is united in the state.
Rahul was seen stand-
ing in a jeep driven by
Yadav and accompanied
by other leaders of Maha-
gathbandhan. In his re-
marks at the yatra launch
event, Gandhi alleged
that assembly and Lok
Sabha polls were being
“stolen™ across the coun-

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge, LOP in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi and RID Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav during the "voter

Adhikar Yatra', in Sasaram on Sundavy.

-1 PT

CONSTITUTION UNDER THREAT, PEOPLE’S RIGHTS
NOT SAFE AS LONG AS BJP IS IN POWER: KHARGE

&

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on Sunday
charged the Election Commission with acting like an
“agent” of the “dangerous” Narendra Modi govern-

ment at the Centre, which posed a “threat” to the Constitu-
tion and the people’s right to vote. PM Modi's effusive praise
of the RSS, the BJP's parent body, in his Independence
Day speech drew strong criticism from Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, who, on Sunday, claimed that the outfit
had been “opposed” to freedom from the British.

try and there was a “con-
spiracy” in Bihar to do
the same through the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
exercise. He said while he
was asked to submit an
affidavit after his press
conference exposing
“vote chori”, no such de-
mand was made from

19

BJP leaders who made
claims in their presser.
“In the whole country,
assembly and Lok Sabha
elections are being stolen
and their latest conspira-
cy is to delete and add
voters through SIR to
steal the elections in Bi-
har,” Gandhi charged.
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CEC Kumar has dismissed Rahul Gandhi's “vote chori” allegations as baseless, reiterating the EC's
credibility and transparency. With a stern challenge to provide proof or apologise, the Commission
has made it clear that it won't let doubts over the electoral process go unchallenged
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Myth that Bihar SIR has
been done in haste: CEC

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The electoral roll
revision is aimed at removing all
shortcomings in voter lists and it
is a matter of grave concern that
some parties are spreading mis-
information about it and “firing
from the Election Commission’s
shoulder”, CEC Gynaesh Kumar
said on Sunday as the INDIA
bloc parties launched ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra' in poll-bound
Bihar against alleged “vote-
chori”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the Chief Election Commis-
sion (CEC) rejected as baseless
the allegations of double voting
and “vote theft” and asserted
that all stakeholders are working
to make Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) a success in a trans-
parent manner.

With the opposition question-
ing the timing of the electoral
roll revision in Bihar, Kumar
said that it is a myth that SIR has
been carried out in haste and
emphasised that it is the EC's
legal duty to correct the voter list
before every election.

“It is a matter of grave con-
cern that some parties and their
leaders are spreading misinfor-
mation on SIR in Bihar... some
political parties are firing from
the Election Commission’s
shoulder. The EC exhorts all

GYANESH KUMAR

<
Itis a matter of grave concern

that some parties...

are spreading

misinformation on SIR ‘5°

in Bihar

political parties to file claims
and objections on draft electoral
rolls in Bihar ... 15 days are still
remaining.“Doors of the Election
Commission are open to every-
one, and booth-level officers and
agents are working togetherina
transparent manner,” he said.

Kumar said the EC cannot dis-
criminate among political par-
ties, and both ruling and opposi-
tion parties are equal before the
poll authority.

“It is an insult to the Indian
Constitution if election petitions
are not filed within 45 days but
allegations of vote chori are
raised,” he said.

Neither the EC nor the voters
are scared of “baseless allega-
tions” of double voting and “vote
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chori”, Kumar stressed, adding
that the Election Commission
will remain steadfast with voters
of all classes without bothering
about politics being played by
some. “More than one crore
employees are engaged in the
election exercise. Can ‘vote chori’
happen in such a transparent
process?” he questioned.

The comments come as the
Opposition stepped up its attack
against the poll roll revision in
Bihar and on the allegations of
‘vote chori' raised by Congress.

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Sunday alleged that the
whole country now knows that
the Election Commission is
“stealing” elections in collusion
with the BJP and asserted that

the INDIA bloc will not let them
succeed in their “conspiracy” to
steal the Bihar Assembly polls by
voter additions and deletions
through SIR.

He was addressing a gather-
ing in Sasaram at the launch
event of his 1,300 km ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra’ covering over 20
districts in Bihar.

The CEC said that the latest
SIR became necessary in the
wake of complaints by many
parties and migration of voters
within the country. “Knowingly,
unknowingly, some people
ended up having multiple voter
cards due to migration and other
issues.... Itisa myth that SIR has
been carried out in haste. It is
EC's legal duty to correct voter
lists before every election,” he
said.

Meanwhile, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
claimed the whole country now
knew that the Election Commis-
sion was “stealing” elections in
collusion with the BJP and
asserted that the INDIA bloc will
not let their “latest conspiracy”
succeed.

Addressing the launch event
of the yatra, Gandhi said while
he was asked to submit an affi-
davit after his press conference
exposing “vote chori”, no such
demand was made from BJP
leaders who made claims in
their presser.



Give affidavitin 7 days or apologise to nation:
CEC to Rahul as his Bihar yatra hits the road

‘Unsuccessful bid to mislead public
by using wrong words like vote chori’

CEC Gyanesh Kumar (centre) with ECs Sukhbir Singh Sandhu

(left) and Vivek Joshi in New Delhi on Sunday. Amit Mehra

DAMININATH
NEW DELHIL AUGUST17

ON THE day Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi launched the
“Voter Adhikar Yatra® in poll-
bound Bihar accusing the
Election Commission (EC) of
“vote chori”, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumat
on Sunday asked the Congress
leader to either submit his alle-
gations in a sworn affidavit
within seven days or apologise
to the nation.

In his first press conference
since assuming office in February,
Kumar termed recent allegations
of discrepancies in the electoral
roll made by Opposition leaders,
particularly Gandhi's press con-
lerenceon August 7,as “misinfor-
mation”, saying that there wasno
evidence.

Gandhi had presented find-
Ings of the Congress's six-month
study of electoral rolls of
Mahadevapura Assembly seg-
ment of Bangalore Central Lok

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY

ECUPLOADS LISTOF
651 DELETED NAMES

Bihar CEO Sunday publi-
shed list of 65 lakh names
deleted from the draft
rolls in first phase of SIR.
Names can be searched
on Bihar CEO's website
using EPIC numbers. The
list also has the reasons
for deletion. PAGE 7

‘SIR latest conspiracy to steal election... will
not allow this theft’: Rahul targets poll panel

BJP's Anurag Thakur said same things I did... why no affidavit from him?: LoP

ASAD REHMAN
SASARAM, AURANGABAD
AUGUST 17

BEFORE SETTING off on his 16-
day, 1,300-km "Voter Adhikar
Yatra(Voter Rights March)" from
Sasaram in Bihar's Rohtas district
on Sunday, Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Rahul Gandhi targeted the
Election Commission (EC), alleg-
ing thatits "latest conspiracy” was
to “steal the election” in Bihar
through the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
With  Chief  Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar,
at a press conference in Delhi,
asking the Congress leader to el-
ther submit his allegations in a
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

With RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav at the wheel, Rahul Gandhi in Bihar’s Sasaram on Sunday. 11

As voters scramble for one of 11 papers, officials hit
ona workaround family tree as ‘12th document’

WHAT WILL

NOT

COUNT INBIHAR
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SANTOSH SINGH
MUZAFFARPUR, AUGUST 17

BY JUNE 25, when the first phase of
Bihar’s Special Intensive Revision
[SIR) came to a close, not more
than 15-20 per cent of the state's
eligible voters had attached any of
the EC-mandated 11 documents
to establish their identity. As vol-
unteers now scramble w help peo-

ple get the documents, and with
merely two weeks togo before the
September 1 deadline, several dis-
trictadministrations have found a
way around the problem — the
“parivarik suchi” or family tree as
aninformal *12th document”,
According to several Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) The Indian
Express spoke 1o, electoral ofli-
cersin all 38 Bihar districts have
been reportedly asked to con-

sider the family tree of a voter
and establish her/his closest link
to the 2003 list.

“We were told at adistrict sub-
division meeting that for those
without any of the 11
EC-mandated documents, we can
find away todraw up a family tree
linking them to their parents or
grandparents in the 2003 electoral
roll. Even if a grandparent or

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2



e Rahul slams EC

sworn affidavit within a week or
apologise to the nation, Gandhi
asked why the poll panel chief had
not demanded an affidavit from
BJP leader Anurag Thakur. Last
Wednesday, Thakur alleged irreg-
ularities in voter registration in
several Lok Sabha seats held by
Opposition leaders and accused
them of “vote theft”.

“In the whole country,
Assembly and Lok Sabha elections
are being stolen ... Their latest
conspiracy is that through SIR in
Bihar, by adding new voters and
deleting voters, they steal the elec-
tion. All of us are here to say that
we will not let them steal this elec-
tion. And the people of Bihar will
not allow this theft. Because the
poor and weak only have their
votes,” said Gandhi, surrounded
by his allies and facing a sea of
placards and flags belonging to the
Mahagathbandhan parties.

Hitting out at the poll panel,
the LoP said, “This is not hidden
anymore. The country didn't
know how theft was done. But
now, after we did the press con-
ference, we madeit clear howthe
EC is stealing elections. We will
not allow this theft. Wherever this
theft is happening, whether in
Bihar, Maharashtra, Assam, or
Bengal, we will stop it. The NDA
and Narendra Modi run the gov-

emnment with billionaires.”

“Wherever there are elections,
they (BJP)win.In Maharashtra, all
opinion polls said the INDIA bloc
would win the elections in the
state. During the Lok Sabha polls,
our alliance won. Four months
later, in the same state, the BJP al-
liance sweeps and wins elections.
We did some inquiry and found
thatthe EC magically gave birthto
1 crore voters between the Lok
Sabhaand the Assemblyelections.
Wherever these new voters came,
the BJP alliance won,” he said.

“Then, we started an inquiry
and found thatin Karnataka'sone
Assembly segment ina Lok Sabha
seat,and went through all records
... We found that in the Vidhan
Sabhasegment, morethan 1lakh
votes were stolen. Because of
these votes, the BJP won the Lok
Sabha seat in Karnataka. We said
this at a press conference and the
EC asked me for an affidavit. They
didn’t ask for an affidavit from
anyone else. Some days ago, the
BJP people did a press conference
but no affidavit was sought from
them,” he said.

Laterinthe day, after the yatra
halted for the day in Aurangabad,
Gandhi said, “Today, they (ECI)
held a press conference.l ask them
ifyoumadealawon CCTVs.Then,
why was it changed by the gov-
ernment? | ask this. Doyou know
that nocase can be lodged against
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the Election Commissioners? Do
you know that no court can file a
case against Election
Commissioners? Do you know
when this law was made? In
2023. Why was it made in 20237
Because Narendra Modiand Amit
Shah want no one to take any ac-
tion against the Election
Commission. Because the EC is
helping themin stealing votes.”

“EC asks me to submit an affi-
davit, but when Anurag Thakur
says the same things that | have
said, itdoes not ask for an affidavit
from him," he said.

Opposition workers at the
venue frequently broke into
bouts of sloganeering to target
the poll panel over “vote chori
(vote theft)". The ground, which
saw thousands in attendance,
was awash with different shades
of green (R]D flag and the tri-
colour of the Congress flag) and
red (that of the Left and the
Vikassheel Insaan Party). While
there were loud cheers for all the
speakers, from Gandhi to R]D
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav,
the loudest were reserved for
RJD president and former CM
Lalu Prasad, whom Gandhi
thanked for coming despite doc-
tors advising him not to make
the trip.

Tejashwi Yadavtold the crowd
that Prime Minister Modi should
not underestimate the people of

Bihar. “We may be poor. But we
are very sharp, and we will not
bow ... The Constitution given to
us by Dr Ambedkar gave us the
right to vote irrespective of how
richor poor. But the BJP people are
gettingthe ECtodoits work. They
are stealing your votes. People
have been declared dead by the
EC... Thisis notvote chori but rob-
bery." Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge accused the
EC of acting like an "agent” of the
“dangerous” Modi government
that, he alleged, poses a “threat”
to the right to vote.

Among the other senior
Mahagathbandhan leaders who
attended the rally were Congress
general secretary (organisation) K
C Venugopal, VIP chief Mukesh
Sahni, CPI(ML) Liberation general
secretary Dipankar Bhattacharya,
CPI(M)leader Subhashini Ali,and
CPI's Sandosh KumarP.

The march, modelled on
Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra and
Bharat Jodo Nyay yatras, will pass
through 23 districts, covering 50
Assembly segments in 29 Lok
Sabha constituencies across sev-
eral regions of the state before cul-
minating in a mega public meet-
ing in Patna on September 1.On
Monday, those on the march are
scheduled to travel through
Kutumba, Aurangabad, and Deo
in Aurangabad district and Guraru
in Gaya district.



Every stolen
vote is a theft
of our voice,
identity: Gehlot

Jaipur: Rajasthan Congress on
Sunday intensified its campaign
alleging "vote chori" by the BJP
and Election Commission, with
senior leaders changing their so-
cial media display pictures to
posters with the slogans "Stop
Vote Chori" and "Freedom from
Vote Theft." Former Rajasthan
chief minister Ashok Gehlot,
Leader of Opposition Tikaram
Jully, former minister Harish
Chaudhary and ex-MLA Sanyam
Lodhareplaced their WhatsApp
and X profile pictures in support
of the campaign.

Urging party workers and
other leaders to follow suit,
Gehlotsaid, "Every stolen vote is
a theft of our voice and identity.
Rahul Gandhi's fight is to expose
the conspiracy of the Election
Commissionand BJP, and to save
democracy.” The Congress has
held protests across several
states, including Rajasthan, and
plans to take the issue down to
district, block and ward levels.

Congressleaderand Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhion Sunday launched a 16-
day-long "Vote Adhikar Yatra' in
Sasaram, Bihar. PTI
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